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SECTION III – GUIDING PRINCIPLES  
 
Guiding Principles are statements OF GOALS AND OBJECTIVES that focus and direct 
decision making for future land use, transportation, and public improvements.  These are 
the statements that represent the essence of what a community values most and wishes 
either to encourage, or not to have changed as growth occurs. Each Guiding Principle has 
been tailored to aid Norwood Township in guiding growth.  They should be reviewed 
when considering development proposals, administering or amending the zoning 
ordinance, and listening to public input. 
 
The following are the Guiding Principles for Norwood Township. They are based on the 
results from the 2005 Norwood Township Community Survey, the Strategic Goals listed 
in the 1998 Land Use Plan, and input from the Planning Commission members and 
interested public.   
 
 

Retain open space as Norwood Township’s defining characteristic.  People who 
travel through Norwood enjoy the view of a mosaic of undeveloped landscape. This 
landscape is composed of forest lands, active farm fields, and cleared fields.  People 
who live in Norwood Township are able to enjoy these views daily on state owned 
and privately owned open space areas.  The predominance of open space provides the 
rural character and makes this place special. This is the main reason why people live 
here.   
 
 
1. Residents want to preserve this quality; therefore, efforts should be done to 

preserve and connect open space areas.  This can be achieved by: 
a.  Defining and mapping significant open space areas, such as: 

i. Locations with wetlands. 
ii. Varying topography, numerous trees, farm fields, and orchards.  

iii. Locations that provide significant views of natural and open areas. 
b. Developing zoning and incentives to encourage development on the 

private properties without disrupting the continuous open space. 
c. Investigating grant possibilities and partnerships with land conservancies 

so the Township can obtain high priority open space areas. 
  
 
 

2. Protect the view corridors.  If there is any one experience that Norwood 
Township residents associate with home, it is the magnificent views.  From 
many locations in the Township, one has unobstructed views of forest lands, 
fields, and the horizon over Lake Michigan. These view corridors inspire awe 
when traveling along US 31 and are the basis for Norwood’s reputation as one 
of the most beautiful parts of our state.    
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The view corridors are critical in 
preserving Norwood Township’s 
character.  Unfortunately, it only takes 
one poorly placed or designed 
development or structure to disrupt a 
view corridor. This might include cell 
towers, wind towers, or a conventional 
strip mall.  It is the intent of the 
Planning Commission to protect our 
vistas by: 
a. Defining what makes view 

corridors important and then 
mapping those that meet the criteria.  

b. Working with landowners to develop designs that will minimize the visual 
impact of a structure, such as placing buildings within wooded areas. 

c. Limiting the number and size of signs along roadways. 
d. Promoting access management (sharing of driveways and the use of  

internal roads) to minimize the number of driveways. 
e. Exploring methods of  tree preservation and protection 
f. Partnering with interested land groups and investigating grant 

opportunities to obtain view corridor locations.  
g. Developing a co-location tower ordinance that would encourage the co-

location of antennas on existing buildings such as silos, steeples, electrical 
towers, and other structures prior to building new freestanding 
communication facilities.  

 
 

3. Control commercial growth.  Norwood Township is not a shopping 
destination, and does not have the infrastructure to become one, although 
there is infrastructure in close proximity along US31 North of the township.  
Residents have not expressed a desire to develop additional commercial 
activities because they are provided in the nearby towns and are adequate to 
serve their shopping needs.  The residents recognize that Norwood Township 
is primarily a residential community and want to keep it that way.  

 
 

Commercial and industrial growth can be controlled by: 
a. Reviewing the zoning ordinance to ensure that an appropriate amount of 

land is zoned for commercial or industrial uses, considering regional 
needs.  

  
b. Developing zoning and design techniques to ensure commercial and 

industrial use buildings are compatible with Norwood’s character 
(promote more compact development than strip development). 
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c. Allowing for home based businesses that are in character with the 
community. 

 
d. Regulating the impacts that occur as a result of commercial and industrial 

growth, such as lighting, signage, parking, etc. 
 

 
 
 

4. Highlight and preserve the historical character of the village of Norwood 
  The   unincorporated village of Norwood is a jewel in Northern 
 Michigan and reminds residents and visitors alike of a village of a much 
 earlier era.  The village was founded over 125 years ago and has changed in 
 only small ways since then.  The village streets are narrow and lay out in a 
 simple grid.  The lots are close together, with homes intermixed with public 
 buildings; church, schoolhouse and the Township hall.  There is very little 
 parking for the church and Township hall, because they were planned and 
 built for people to walk to them.  The village streets are lined with ancient 
 maple trees that provide a canopy over all.   
 

Although homes represent a variety of 
styles, a good collection of housing dating 
from the post-Civil Ear era are built in the 
vernacular style of the country farm homes 
of the time.  Homes and yards are well 
cared for, providing a clean, neat, and 
charming scene.  An inappropriate 
development or land use would 
significantly detract from this.  
 
The village can be preserved by:   
 
a.   Defining the boundary of the village and illustrating it on a map. 
b. Joining and working with the Norwood Area Historical Society to explain 

the significance of the village with appropriate signage.   
c. Work with the property owners to develop a treed buffer area between the 

existing structures in the village of Norwood and any new construction on 
adjacent property.  This treed buffer should focus on preserving the 
existing trees.   

d. Working with the people who live in the village to develop a historic 
preservation district.   

e. Limiting the width of roads.  This is not an area that should have wide 
roads.  Encourage the Charlevoix County Road Commission to adopt 
more context sensitive road design standards. 

f. Developing a heritage tree program to protect and replace street trees.   
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g. Minimizing parking lot sizes.  Don’t allow parking lots to become a 
dominant feature. 

h. Improving Norwood Community Park.   
 
Other areas in the township with historic character should also be preserved. 

 
 

5. Preserve existing farm operations to the greatest extent possible. Although 
agriculture may not be a dominant use in the Township, its prominence may 
increase in the future.  Agriculture adds to the rural character of Norwood 
Township and Northern Michigan.  Typically, when a farm field or orchard is 
developed it can no longer be used for agriculture production.  Farmland 
preservation programs, like the Charlevoix County Farmland and Open Space 
program can assist in maintaining these areas.  These lands provide open 
space, as well as jobs for Township residents.   

 
It is the intent of the Planning Commission to preserve the agricultural 
potential of the land for as long as 
possible by: 
a. Allowing and encouraging 

agricultural related uses, such as 
U-pick operations, corn mazes, 
organic truck framing, horse farms, 
wineries, fruit and vegetable 
stands, and other specialty 
production.  

b. Working with farmers to create 
ways to maintain the large amount of farmlands, while allowing for some 
development (such as cluster developments). 

c. Minimizing conflicting land uses next to farmlands.  Require buffers for 
non-agricultural uses when built on adjacent lands. 

d. Considering a purchase of development rights program, other tax 
incentives or payment programs to protect farmland. 

e. Work with Charlevoix County in implementing the Open Space and 
Farmland Preservation program.   

 
 

6. Proactively guide land uses and growth.  The Planning Commission should 
manage and control growth, so it won’t control the Township.  Identify 
existing land use patterns and infrastructure needs when developing land use 
guidelines and regulations. Use this information to develop densities, 
intensities, and development designs that are appropriate for Norwood.  This 
can be done by: 

 a. Using natural features and topography to distinguish between land uses. 
 b. Encouraging neighborhood designs in developments (such as parks and 

walking trails).  
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 c.  Providing incentives to create the type of developments that are 
appropriate for Norwood. 

 d. Developing ordinances that are easy to read, follow, understand and are 
realistic.   

 e. Vigorously enforce the Township zoning code. 
 
 

7. Alternative/Renewable Energy.  Encourage alternative/renewable energy 
generation and use, in balance and harmony with the other principles. 

 


